YOUTH GREEN DEAL
Eco-camp “Eco-Resistance”
Bethlehem, Palestine, 10-20 July 2022

BASIC INFORMATION

Address of the camp: Al-Ma'sara, Bethlehem ,PALESTINE
Dates :10-20 July 2022
Meeting place : Taxi will pick up volunteers from the airport directly to the village of Al
Ma’sara
Meeting time : will be arranged depending on the arrival time of the flight
Contact person for emergency cases : Jawad Zawahra , jawad.zawahra@gmail.com
Emergency telephone number : +972598750927

BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT
Youth Green Deal is a partly European funded project aiming at building the capacity of youth
organisations promoting eco-volunteering in the Mediterranean area. The international volunteer
projects bring together a group of 20 young people (18-30 years old) who will work with the local
community to support them in the environmental work they are doing and to learn from each other
and the community. By documenting the experiences of the volunteers and the local community
during the workcamp the project wants to gather testimonies in order to promote eco-volunteering
and find more support for such kind of initiatives. The eco-camp will create a space where young
people and the local community can reflect on the effects of climate change and together inspire
volunteers and local communities to mitigate climate change and lead sustainable lifestyles. By
working together with various organisations we also want to focus on the Mediterranean/global
dimension of climate issues.
This project “Youth Green Deal” is created by organisations who are part of the MIDI working group
of SCI (Service Civil International www.sci.ngo). VSFr Tunisia is the lead organization responsible for
the overall coordination of the project but all partners are collaborating in the implementation of the
project: CCIVS (www.ccivs.org) , SCI Catalonia (www.scicat.org), SCI France (www.sci-france.org ), SCI
Belgium (www.scibelgium.be), SCI Italy (www.sci-italia.it), SSD Jordan, EVO Morocco and Al-Shmoh
Cultural Centre Palestine( www.alshmoh.org ) .
Apart from the 4 youth exchanges will take place in Catalonia, Tunisia, Palestine and Morocco in the
summer of 2022, there will be a training on eco-construction in Jordan in September and a final
conference in Tunisia in the beginning of 2023 to present all the outcomes and the stories gathered
from the eco-camps.

THE ECO-CAMP “ECO-RESISTANCE”
We are happy to have you on board as a participant for the Eco-camp “Eco-resistance: linking
resistance with environmental community work” and are excited to meet you soon! In this
infosheet, you will find important information about the eco-camp. Please read it carefully. You will
receive more specific information in the preparation organized by your sending organization. We
hope this first information will make you even more eager to join us in July in Palestine!
The camp will be hosted by Alshmoh Cultural Center which opened its doors in 2001. The center
serves the village of Ma’sara and surrounding villages by offering a different range of cultural activities
addressed to youth, women and children. During the year, the center proposes movie screening,
children activities and organizes special events, such as commemoration activities and sport
tournaments. The center focuses on cultural heritage and collective Palestinian identity. Through its
activities the center connects the daily life of farmers and shepherds with their struggle to maintain
their identity under occupation. >Maintaining the farming traditions and cultural expressions are an
act of nonviolent resistance. The activities of the center go beyond the borders of the country because
of the connections with other groups and nonviolent movements who share similar values in their
struggle against injustices. In the beginning of July the Center will organize the fourth Summer Camp
for the children of the village.

The camp will be co-organized by the Popular Struggle Coordination Committee (PSCC). An
organization formed by prominent activists from the Popular Committees from all over the Occupied
Territories and across the Palestinian political spectrum. Popular Committees present a unique form
of community-based organization and resistance in the tradition of the first Palestinian intifada.
These diverse, non-partisan committees lead community resistance to Israeli occupation in various
forms, such as marches, strikes, demonstrations, direct actions and legal campaigns, as well as
supporting the campaign of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS).
The Coordination Committee was formed to enhance a productive communication between the
different Popular Committees: from the villages in Ramallah area (Bil'in, Ni'ilin, Nabi Saleh),
Bethlehem (al Maasara, Al Walaja), of the Jordan Valley and South Mount Hebron to Tulkarem, Nablus,
Qalqilya, all suffering of various aspects of the occupation.
The committee aims to provide a space for strategic thinking on a wider scale, while retaining the
independence and uniqueness of each Popular Committee.

In line with the aims of the Popular Struggle Committee, the eco-camp will create an opportunity for
volunteers to understand the reality of the Palestinian people and to understand the nonviolent
resistance of oppressed communities.

The eco-camp will experiment with constructing an eco-building in the village. We want to reintroduce traditional construction methods in our community (such as building mud brick houses)
and at the same time bring in some new sustainable technology. This will give the communities that
are faced with ethnic cleansing, the means to be able to stay on their land (using resources which are
available and cheap) and preserves the natural environment for future generations. Alternatively the
volunteers will visit different places to understand the local reality.
Why do we use mud-brick building?
Communities with few resources can build permanent structures using the soil beneath their feet. It is
ecologically sustainable and the building can be done using natural resources from the area. Mud brick
structures keep the temperature relatively low when it is hot outside and insulate warmth at night.
Mud bricks have no negative impact on environment, to the contrary they are environment friendly.
Furthermore, it takes many people and a lot of energy to build a house which is part of the strategy to
mobilize the community against the discriminatory planning laws and other oppressive aspects of the
occupation. Maintaining the land and staying on the land is a form of resistance.

THE GROUP
The group will exist of 20 participants:
1234-

5 volunteers from SCI Catalonia
5 volunteers from SCI Italy
5 volunteers from SCI Belgium
5 volunteers from Alshmoh Cultural Center

VOLUNTEER TASKS
The first day of the eco-camp the volunteers will get time to organize themselves as a group. The main
tasks and duties will be agreed upon and a schedule for the week will be made. All the eco-camps start
from the following principles:
communal living,
group decision making,
equal participation in all tasks
Collective problem-solving
Camp leaders are only a facilitators, so please, don’t expect that they will organize everything for the
group; all participants have the responsibility to make the most out of this experience and to
contribute to all parts of the eco-camp.
Main volunteer tasks
-

Construction of an eco-building in the village with mud-blocks.
Agricultural work to support the local farmers
Organize activities for the children in the summer camp
Document the volunteer experiences and contribute to the final eco-camp report with audiovisual material, articles etc…

THE STUDY PART
We believe that not only the project but also each volunteer will benefit from the workcamp. Working
together for a good cause, living in an international group, meeting new people, exchanging ideas and
learning from each other is a special and unique experience. In particular this workcamp will give
participants the opportunity to meet and work with Palestinians. This experience will enable the
participants to reflect on that in a form of a research report that can be published and shared with
others. A special session will also be dedicated at the topic of the eco-camp: climate activism and
resistance. We expect input from each of you to make this workshop an learning experience for all!

THE FREE TIME
The organizers will organize 2 political tours in which volunteers will get to explore the local
Palestinian context and discover indigenous methods of farming as well as learning more about the
Palestinians struggle and daily life under occupation. Apart from the 2 political tours also one day in
the desert is planned.
Every evening the volunteers have free time to spend with the group.
The excursions are covered by the extra participation fee but if the volunteers wish to buy drinks or
snacks in the evenings or during the excursion, this will have to be done from the volunteer’s own
pocket money.

THE ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD
Participants are expected to take initiatives regarding cleaning in their accommodation and
participation in certain tasks
The participants will sleep in bed or mattresses on the floor. Each volunteer should bring a sleeping
bag or a sheet. Volunteers will share the duties of preparing foods, cooking meals and cleaning. For the
internet, the camp participant can use the Al-shmoh Cultural Center connection.

WHAT TO BRING?












Bed sheets or sleeping bags
Towels
Medicines if you take any
Pocket money (e.g. for the bus)
Covid certificate (English)
If you want to, you can bring some snacks from your region, your favoriteenergizer and games
for groups (and musical instruments if you want)
The weather In July is warm, the temperature between 22 – 32 C, but since we will spend one night
in the desert it’s good to have warm clothes of that night maybe you will need it.
Some work clothes and shoes.
Insect repellent and solar cream
sun hat while working
Long sleeve T-shirts (For the girls) and long pants

TRAVEL INFO AND MEETING POINT
We will send a taxi to the airport in Tel Aviv and give you more clear instructions when the travel
details are known.

HOW TO PREPARE?
Start to prepare yourself with reading about Palestine and with talking to people who have visited
Palestine before. Your local SCI branch will organize a specific preparation for all the volunteers going
to Palestine and will also provide you with some extra preparation material. The host, Alshmoh
Cultural Center, will also organize a ZOOM meeting with all the participants so they can get to know
each other and ask questions to clarify doubts.

ECO-GUIDELINES
This eco-camp is part of the Youth Green Deal project and one of the aims is to develop eco-guidelines
for volunteer camps. These guidelines should also support volunteers to be more conscious about
climate issues and take action once back home. Try to think of some measures you can take as an
individual to reduce your ecological footprint and bring some ideas with you to reduce the ecological
footprint of the eco-camp.

IMPORTANT COVID INFORMATION
Since the only way to travel to al Maasara is via Israel, so you will follow the COVID rules which are
established for entering Israel. This link will provide you with updated information :
https://corona.health.gov.il/en/abroad/arriving-foreign-nationals/
Once you are allowed entrance to Israel you can travel to Palestine and there is no need to do an extra
PCR test

INSURANCE
All volunteers taking part in the eco-camps will be insured by the SCI insurance for the duration of the
eco-camp. This insurance is an additional medical insurance, covering costs which are not covered by
your own public health insurance. It is not a travel insurance and doesn’t cover lost luggage or other
travel related costs. Your sending organization will provide you with more info about the insurance
and advise you on this.
Attention: one of the entry requirements in Israel is that you have to show a valid insurance that
covers all COVID-related costs. Check also with your health insurance company what is included and
ask a certificate that explicitly mentions this COVID coverage.

FINANCIAL CONDITIONS
The project is supported by the Erasmus+ programme but this funding doesn’t cover all the costs of
the eco-camp. Furthermore, the travel costs for some countries are much more than the money
allocated by the EU and for some countries the own contribution is disproportional so we decided to
install a solidarity fund through which we re-distribute part of the travel costs.
●

Food and accommodation during the eco-camp will be provided by the host.

●

Travel costs will be reimbursed up to the travel limit set by the EU and if all necessary
travel tickets (boarding passes, invoices) are handed in within the agreed time frame.
Catalonia/ Belgium

530 Euro/person

Italy

360 Euro/person

●

Other necessary expenses such as visa fees, COVID-tests and special medical insurance will
have to be paid by the participants unless otherwise agreed with the sending organisation and
after approval by VSFr as the coordinating organisation.

●

Since the Erasmus+ funding doesn’t cover all the expenses of the eco-camp such as necessary
materials, transport during the camp, etc. the extra fee for this camp is 150 Euro which you
will have to pay upon arrival in the eco-camp.

APPLICATION FORM

Please fill in the online application form: https://forms.gle/fmotNfjJbuTjKu888

YOUR SENDING ORGANISATION
Do you have more questions, contact the organization in your country!
SCI Catalonia

Antonella Di Matteo

outgoing@scicat.org

SCI Belgium

Sergio Raimundo

sergio@scibelgium.be

SCI Italy

Fabrizio Astolfoni

nordsud@sci-italia.it

DRAFT PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
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